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f you ask Furman alumni from 1940 to 1980
who they remember most from their student

All of them recognized what she exemplified:
high standards, total selflessness, unwavering

student affairs. When she retired in 1980,
Furman elected her to its Hall of Fame and

days, Marguerite Moore Chiles' name would

concern for others, attentiveness to the needs

presented her an honorary Doctor of Humanities

almost certainly top the list. She may have

of thousands of students, and an unyielding,

degree.

touched more lives than any person in

steadfast faith in young people.

Furman history.

She came to Furman in 1936 with $200

Such were the sentiments expressed at
the memorial service for the revered Furman

In 1997 the university named a residence
hall in her honor and established a scholarship

and a dream: to complete one year of college.

in her name. In 1998 Furman created the

She retired 44 years later as vice president for

Chiles-Harrill Award, named for Miss Chiles

administrator, who died August 14 at the age

student affairs. "I don't know how I did it,"

and Ernest E. Harrill, a longtime professor

of 90.

she once said, "but instead of staying one year,

of political science who also served as dean

I stayed a lifetime."

of students in the 1960s.

Students called her Miss Chiles, and spoke
the name with respect and admiration. To her

Her jobs ranged from secretary to director

The award, endowed by Frank Keener '64,

colleagues she was Marguerite; close friends knew

of student personnel for women to dean of

is presented annually to a member of the faculty

her as Daisy.

women and, ultimately, to vice president for

or staff who has made substantial contributions
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to the lives of young people. The Chiles-Harrill

not only did she work at the Woman's College,

festivities - she was surrounded by alumni and

connection was appropriate, as they enjoyed

but for many years she also lived in a residence

friends eager to share with her the latest news

a close professional and personal relationship

hall apartment, serving as a source of both

about their lives or simply to thank her for what

and shared many of the qualities that students

authority and friendship.

she had meant to them.

admired.
In a letter he wrote in 1978 nominating

She would later say that she believed she
made her greatest contribution to the university

In her later years, as her health began to fail,
she adapted with her customary grace and dignity.

Miss Chiles for the Gilbert and Kathleen Wrenn

during those early days. "I think my presence

The program at her memorial service stated, "Her

Humanitarian and Caring Person Award - an

on campus meant something to the students,"

warm and generous nature remained with her

honor, which she deservedly won, that goes to

she said. "I feel I gave more of myself."

until the end. . . . She remains in our memories

an individual "who cares without expectation

But even after she purchased a small house

of reward"- Harrill began by describing his

in downtown Greenville her door was always

arrival at Furman in 1949.

open, to colleagues and students alike.

He had been assigned, he said, to teach two

When Furman and the Woman's College

and lives on in our hearts through her caring
and loving spirit."
She was a woman of distinction, a model
of compassion, honesty and integrity. Her legacy

courses at the Woman's College, located across

united on the current campus in the early sixties,

will live on in the lives that she touched and

downtown Greenville from the main Furman

Miss Chiles was dean of women under Harrill.

the hearts of the students who loved and admired

campus, and found it to be "a delightful place

"She should have been dean of students," he

her - and who pass on her influence to others. IFI

M a rg u e rite C h i l es' i nf l u e nce l ives on i n the thousa nds of students who benefited from h e r wise a n d gen erous cou nsel .

to teach, despite its rather rundown facilities."

wrote, "but at the time women were not promoted

He went on to offer an explanation why:

to the top administrative positions."

"The lack of complaining and carping

Harrill praised her "calm, beneficent and

among the students was most pleasant, the

steady faith in young people." She taught him,

cooperation between students and faculty was

he wrote, that "being honest with students was

noticeable, and people seemed to enjoy living

the basic, fundamental and absolutely essential

there. It took only a few weeks before I dis

quality of a student personnel worker. She is one

covered that most things eventually came back

of those rare individuals who combine a firm sense

to a rather nondescript office, with the less than

of duty and discipline with compassion and con

imposing title of Director of Student Personnel."

cern, without going overboard in either direction."

He soon realized, he said, that the person

In 1978, when President John E. Johns

who held the title was responsible for the

appointed her vice president for student affairs,

qualities he so admired about the school.

she became the university's first woman vice

"It was Marguerite," he wrote, "who believed

president. She held the position for only two

so strongly in student government and pushed

years before deciding to retire in 1980, explaining

so hard for official support. . . . It was Marguerite

at the time, "I like to terminate something when

who took an old shack and made it into the place

I'm on top, when I feel good about it. And I do

to go for fun and relaxation. [The Shack stands

feel good about what I've been able to contribute

today on the current campus.] It was Marguerite

to Furman and to the profession. I just wanted

who had a mountain cabin which was always

to make the decision to leave before anyone

open to the students. It was Marguerite who

began to wish that I would."

owned an old camping trailer called 'The Egg'

That was unlikely to happen, but she was

which provided opportunities to students to get

firm in her resolve. After retiring she remained

off campus. It was Marguerite who demonstrated

active in civic and volunteer work, particularly

the delights of camping and the joys of nature

with Meals on Wheels and through her church,

long before most of us knew the meaning of the

First Baptist of Greenville. And she never lost

word ecology."

her love of hiking and the outdoors.

Such activities, Miss Chiles believed, were
extensions of her role as an administrator. And

Whenever she returned to Furman - for
Homecoming, Senior Order gatherings or other
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